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BOX OF TRICKS

Banish points forever by fitting electronic ignition

Let's face it: points are pretty annoying
things. Fitted to the distributors of most '60s
and '70s retro cars, they're fine in theory, but
in practice the gap needs adjusting every few
thousand miles for optimum power, they're
liable to bounce, and have the annoying
habit of burning out when you're miles from
the nearest parts store. Add to this the con-
denser which often packs up and causes a
mysterious misfire, and you've got an ignition
system that's liable to send you stir crazy.

Fortunately, there is a much better system
that means you can confine the points to the
rubbish bin for good — electronic ignition.
This relies on an electronic method of switch-
ing between the low and high tension circuit,
and better still, it has no mechanical parts to
wear. Even better, electronic ignition can han-
dle a much better dwell time, so you get a fat-
ter spark, plus it compensates for wear in the
main shaft.

‘Because
thisiis the
Performance
kit, youalsol | |,
get a coil
tailoredto |
suit the kit.

and you might even gain a few bhp, too. Here’s how.

There are various kits on the market that
allow you to retrofit electronic ignition to your
retro car, but probably the best-regarded are
the Lumenition kits — not surprising since
the company invented it.

Lumenition make two basic types: the
Magnetronic which uses a system of passing
magnets to collapse a field and send a sig-
nal; and the Optronic which is more modern
and does the job of the points by using an
LED beam interrupted by rotating blades
called a chopper.

There are three main components of the
Optronic system: the optical trigger which fits
in place of the points; the chopper which sits
over the points’ cam; and the power module
(located on the bulkhead or thereabouts)
which boosts the signal. Simple, but very
effective, and it's the Performance version of
this (we are a tuning mag, after all) that we're
fitting to a mid-'70s Mini Clubman.

These are all
of the main
components for
‘the Lumenition
kit. You have
got the power
module that
mounts on the
inner wing.or
bulkhead, plus...

This differs over the standard Optronic kit
in that you get a high-energy coil matched
to the power module, while the module itself
has a greal operating range and features a
variable dwell angle to prevent the coil over-
heating a low engine rpm.

The Performance kit also differs in that
included are lots of excellent extra bits and
pieces to make the installation neat and tidy
— including Spirap for protecting the loom,
and rubber boots for shielding the LT con-
nections on the coil.

The kit is dead easy to fit once you have
identified which distributor is fitted to your
particular retro car — you'll need to know this
to get the correct fitting kit, and Lumenition
produce them for aimost all makes. The Mini
we're using comes with the popular Lucas
25D unit, but fitting is similar whatever unit is
in yours, so just follow all the steps to a fuss-
free ignition system.

.8 chopper
‘and optical
switch that
replace the
points and
condenser
inside the
distributor.

If you don't want to

drill any holes in the '
‘bodywork, Lumenitions |
‘also supply this neat
bracket that mounts the
module next tothecoil |
‘using the coil's original
mounting holes.
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Time

You can fit this kit in an hour.
Difficulty Rating
Satisfyingly straightforward.

Cost

Lumenition Pedformance kit
Fitting kit (Lucas 25D)
Mounting bracket

Drill and 3.5 mm drill bit
Pliers

Screwdrivers

Spanners

Source

Autocar Electrical (Lumenition)
020 7403 4334
www.lumenition.com

£77.77
£77.27




